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Concept Goals… (reminder)
• Become Proactive not Reactive
• Reveals potential risk areas or zones of risk 

(start somewhere)
• Conserve resources (efficiency)
• Visualize the data (Mapping)
• Establish area or zones that need future 

monitoring..  
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• The Road to the “Zone”
1. Pick one Topic initially and expand over time…  One pest and a few 

commodities. Or, one commodity and a few pests.
2. Define your area:  (State) or (Area of a State) or (even County and 

City)
– Make it a manageable area, if it gets to large, scale back and 

regroup, targeting a smaller area.
3. Identify some data sources.

– Use the most accessible data first and work up to the Hard stuff.
– Open source (the internet, phone books etc.)
– EAN database.
– SITC market information

4. Remember to think about commodity pathways
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Create an initial picture and ground truth it.

Layer the data initially available. 
– Example: start with population densities 

an add “Risk Points” in layers.
– Other Layers: Host, previous pests, EAN 

to destination, products pathways, 
violations, related industries, etc… 
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After Initial “rough draft maps” are created..
– Define/identify potential “Hot Zones”
– Remember: One or many risk points can 

make up a Hot zone. (may depend on 
activity within your area or state.)

– Ground truth the information with “site 
visit” surveys.



United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Plant Protection and Quarantine



United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Plant Protection and Quarantine



United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Plant Protection and Quarantine

Debrief after the survey.. SOSOs, SPHDs, 
– Decide if your ground truthing surveys point 

towards establishing a “Hot zone” – (An 
area that may require reoccurring 
monitoring surveys…)
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Remember not everything can be a Hot 
Zone..  If you designate an area as a Hot 
Zone be prepared to spend time monitoring 
it.  
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